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At JAGS we believe every member of our community has a passion for 
life and learning!

Our vision for education is brought to life through a bold curriculum 
that prioritises the holistic growth of our students. Our central aim is  
to see each student flourish academically, personally and socially. 

The Key Stage 3 curriculum is designed to inspire curiosity and develop  
a topical understanding of the modern workplace, ensuring that our 
students are well-prepared for the challenges of tomorrow. 

Central to our ethos is the celebration of our diverse and inclusive 
community, which enriches every classroom experience. It is our hope 
that through this tailored educational journey, we nurture not just 
students, but develop life-long learners.

Ben Chappell
Deputy Head Academic

Introduction
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The Art Department aim to spark enjoyment 
in creativity underpinned by a rigorous and 
critical approach to the subject, emphasising 
the importance of looking, observing,  
investigating, researching and experimenting. 
Students are encouraged to be proactive and 
to ‘find their voice’. Art is seen as a subject 
that develops individuality and risk-taking.  

Students work collaboratively, and develop their 
teamwork skills; they enjoy the challenges that 
creative activities pose. Presenting their ideas to 
their peers and speaking with confidence about 
their research builds great resilience and positivity. 
Through these activities, they build confidence and  
communication skills grounded in critical thinking 
and reflection.   

Through a range of projects working in two  
and three dimensions, we aim to give students an  
understanding and experience of a wide range of 
visual, inclusive and diverse vocabularies. Our focus 
on Art, Craft and Design provides students with 
the opportunity to learn about working practices 
across a wide range of times, cultures and genres, 
to build a wider creative vocabulary to more fully 
express personal ideas and develop an appreciation 
of their cultural capital. Students become aware of 
their place in Art and the future possibilities that 
are available to them.  

Projects encourage inventiveness, curiosity and 
ambition. Students are encouraged to ‘fail’ and to 
persevere to finding individual solutions, always 
reflecting on their progress and putting their 
experience in the context of Art in society.  
An appreciation of the ethical and moral  
considerations that Art poses is central to  
discussion and development of work.  
Students experience working procedures and  
practices of artists and craftspeople, and this 
illustrates the direct relevance to students’ work. 

Topics covered:  
Formal Elements of Drawing 
Colour Theory and its Application
Art in Context  
Researching Contextual Studies
Digital Media as a Creative Tool
A choice of a variety of media including  
three-dimensional work

Art
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The KS3 Computer Science curriculum  
nurtures essential skills in students by  
fostering creativity, critical thinking  
and problem-solving. Students participate  
in coding projects and problem-solving tasks 
to develop innovative solutions and explore 
the extensive possibilities within the field. 
They also acquire the ability to analyse  
intricate problems, using decomposition skills 
to produce manageable components, and  
applying logical reasoning to develop  
systematic solutions, all whilst developing  
their ethical judgment in the digital realm. 

The curriculum places a strong emphasis on 
teamwork and leadership skills through 
collaborative projects and group activities.  
Students tackle coding challenges and real-world 
projects, enhancing their communication,  
coordination, and delegation abilities. By assuming 
different roles within teams, they cultivate  
leadership skills, grow in confidence, and promote  
a balanced distribution of responsibilities, fostering 
effective teamwork serving to prepare students  
for future cooperative problem-solving endeavours. 

Resilience and a positive mindset receive prioritisation 
in the KS3 Computer Science curriculum. Students 
are encouraged to reflect on their progress, to 
learn from mistakes, and to adapt their strategies 
when problem-solving. The iterative nature of 
programming and problem-solving tasks is uniquely 
positioned to cultivate a growth mindset, teaching 
students to embrace setbacks as opportunities for 
growth and improvement. This resilience equips 
them to confidently navigate the challenges of 
computer science and the ever-evolving digital 
landscape. 

In conclusion, the KS3 computer science curriculum 
provides a solid foundation for developing essential 
competencies. It empowers students with creativity, 
critical thinking, and problem-solving skills while 
also fostering teamwork, leadership, resilience,  
and a positive mindset. Through coding projects,  
collaborative activities, using growth-oriented 
approach, students are well-prepared to excel  
in the dynamic and rapidly evolving world of 
computer science.

Topics covered: 
Computational Thinking - Bebras
AI & Machine Learning and Chatbot
Cyber Explorers
Coding Challenges
Problem Solving with Minecraft
Introduction to Web Technology
Introduction to Python Programming
Hack the box
Podcasting
Spreadsheets Beginners and Advanced.
What is Data Science?
GUI & Python
Programmed Components

Computer Science
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D&T fosters critical thinking and problem- 
solving abilities, encouraging inquisitiveness  
in students. Through practical projects,  
they explore and investigate various design 
challenges, sparking their curiosity and  
promoting a desire to seek solutions.  
D&T cultivates a proactive mindset,  
encouraging students to ask questions, 
explore possibilities, embrace and build  
on failure, and think empathically about 
the world around them.

Collaboration is a key aspect of D&T. Students work 
in teams, developing effective communication, 
cooperation and teamwork skills. Collaborative 
projects teach the importance of listening to 
others’ ideas, sharing responsibilities and leveraging 
diverse perspectives to achieve a common goal. 
This collaborative environment promotes a sense 
of belonging and encourages students to learn 
from one another, encouraging an iterative  
approach to designing and avoiding design fixation.

Resilience is a quality that is nurtured through D&T. 
Students face challenges and obstacles during the 
design process, requiring them to persevere and 
find alternative solutions. By overcoming setbacks, 
they develop resilience and the ability to see 
failures as important steps forward. D&T encourages 
students to embrace mistakes as opportunities for 
growth, fostering resilience and a positive attitude 
towards overcoming difficulties.

D&T also promotes reflectiveness. Throughout  
the design process, students continuously reflect 
on their decisions, evaluate their choices and 
consider the impact of their design solutions.  
This metacognitive approach helps students 
become aware of their own learning processes, 
enabling them to develop strategies for  
improvement and self-regulation.

In conclusion, Key Stage 3 Design and Technology 
not only equips students with critical thinking, 
problem-solving, creativity, and practical abilities, 
but also enhances their inquisitiveness,  
collaboration, resilience and metacognition.  

These skills are essential for academic success, 
future careers and personal development.  
By engaging in D&T, students become well-rounded 
individuals ready to navigate an ever-changing 
world with curiosity, teamwork, adaptability and 
self-awareness. They also become more discerning 
consumers and have a greater awareness of current 
sustainability and environmental issues.

Topics covered: 
Working with resistant and compliant materials
Computer-aided-design and manufacturing 
techniques including laser cutting and 3D printing.
Understanding smart and modern materials and 
technical textiles
Using contextual challenges and client feedback 
to help shape design criteria.
Working with electronic and programmable 
components to understand and solve system 
designs.

Design and Technology
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Drama has an important role to play in the 
personal, social and emotional development 
of all students. The fundamental skills and 
qualities developed by students in drama  
lessons will allow them to access their  
learning more effectively in other subjects. 
Drama, by its very nature, promotes self- 
esteem and provides all students with a sense 
of achievement, regardless of academic ability. 
These feelings will influence all other aspects 
of learning, school, home and social life.  
Drama is an invaluable subject for teaching  
social skills and communication skills, for  
raising self-awareness, developing empathy  
for and understanding of other people, places 
and cultures.  

Our Department aims: 
◆ 	 To develop each student’s self-confidence 		
	 in their ability to communicate with those 		
	 around them. 
◆	 To encourage an awareness of and respect 		
	 for others in the group. 
◆	 To develop independent thinkers and 		
	 learners. 
◆	 To create situations where a student  
	 becomes more aware of her surroundings 		
	 by stimulating the senses and powers of 		
	 imagination. 
◆	 To develop leadership skills. 
◆	 To take risks within a safe and supportive 		
	 environment. 
◆	 To develop powers of enquiry and analysis, 
	 challenging ideas and assumptions  
	 constructively. 
◆	 To encourage students to think quickly on 		
	 their feet. 
◆	 To teach clarity and flexibility in voice, 		
	 speech and movement. 

Students will learn to: 
◆	 Develop key skills in creativity, self-confidence, 	
	 concentration and communication. 
◆	 Support one another in and out of role. 
◆	 Identify issues and principles, make decisions 	
	 and explore them throughout the process. 
◆	 Interpret text and themes and give them 		
	 dramatic form. 
◆	 Explore theatre styles from different periods 		
	 and different cultures. 
◆	 Work in groups of different sizes. 
◆	 Take responsibility for personal development 	
	 and build on one another’s contributions. 
◆	 Evaluate with sensitivity and understanding. 
◆	 Understand human behaviour themselves and 	
	 the world they live in.

The use of skills in the following becomes more 
sophisticated as the student progresses:    
◆	 Adopting and sustaining a role. 
◆	 Maintaining drama verbally ~ telling, discussing, 	
	 presenting, describing. 
◆	 Interacting with the rest of the group ~  
	 agreeing, selecting, teaching, making.		

Drama
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English is a complex subject which combines  
the disciplines of English language and literature.   
All students of English acquire knowledge that 
enriches their lives forever. They also acquire 
qualities and skills that are, most importantly, 
valuable for living. 

 
We therefore hope to be able to spark curiosity 
in (and a deeper life-long sense of) the subject’s 
ability to help us consider the complexities and 
contradictions of what it is to be human. As Dr 
Johnson put it: “The only end of writing is to 
enable the readers better to enjoy life, or better 
to endure it.” 

English is a subject which stimulates the imagination as 
well as the intellect. When we hear a good story the 
neural activity in our brain increases fivefold; both 
sides of the brain are connected and the neuro-
chemical, oxytocin, is released. Stories are memory 
aids, instruction manuals and moral compasses. 
Stories increase our sense of empathy and make it 
easier for us to integrate new  
information. The National Literacy Trust has found 
that children who are the most engaged with literacy 
are three times more likely to have higher levels of 
mental wellbeing than children who are the least 
engaged. We read to know that we are not alone. 
 
The English Department believes that students 
should encounter a range of texts from different 
times and cultures to develop their skills of  
communication, close reading and critical thinking. 
Students will be asked to explore meaning and 
ambiguity and the beauty and power of language. 
Close reading — that thoughtful, careful and  
sustained act of looking at language, imagery  
and structure — deepens understanding and  
appreciation. 

Analysing how a text creates its effects (ideas, images 
and emotions) challenges students to think creatively 
and independently, to question ideas critically, and 
to state them honestly. It also allows students to 
learn strategies which are useful for their own writing 
and speaking. 

The study of literature must go hand-in-hand with an 
understanding of how language works. English has a 
duty to ensure that students should be able to 
express themselves (written and spoken) clearly, 
accurately and confidently and to develop the 
knowledge and skills necessary to do so. 

Topics covered: 
Poetry; Prose; Drama; Speaking and Listening. 
Writing: imaginative, analytical, transactional. 
Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation 

‘The lessons really helped me to understand  
and appreciate literature more deeply…  
Those moments when I’d understood the messages 
the writer wanted to convey, or when the deeper 
meaning of a poem was revealed, were very special.’

English
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Key Stage 3 Geography at JAGS aims to  
develop students into geographical thinkers 
and writers. A geographical thinker and writer 
can make sense of the human and physical 
world around them, its issues and challenges. 
They can confidently interpret, analyse,  
categorise information, recognise different 
perspectives and make connections in  
their knowledge. 

As a result, KS3 geographers are great problem 
solvers - as through this thorough understanding  
of the complex world we live in they are able  
to offer and evaluate innovative and creative 
solutions helping develop their leadership skills. 
They will also develop the important transferrable 
skills of verbal and written communication, map 
skills, numeracy/data analysis and presentation, 
research, primary and secondary data collection 
and ICT skills including geographical information 
systems (GIS). 

Our KS3 topics are based on diverse and up-to-date 
‘knowledge’ from a range of sources; exposing 
students to a broad range of topics and a variety  
of ‘voices’ from diverse backgrounds. For example, 
some of our schemes of learning and assessment 
are based on the following nonfiction books: 
Africa is Not a Country by Dipo Faloyin; Factfulness 
by Hans Rosling; A Bigger Picture:  
My Fight to Bring a New African Voice to the 
Climate Crisis by Vanessa Nakate; and Almighty 
Dollar by Dharshini David. 

A fundamental part of Geography at JAGS is trips, 
so that students can apply their learning to real 
world experiences and use their ‘geographical lens’ 
to interpret what they see going on around them, 
whilst also developing their fieldwork skills of 
primary and secondary data collection. At KS3 
they will have one day local field trip within 
London each year. 

A JAGS geographer will be open minded, inquisitive, 
a critical thinker, confident to engage in civil 
discourse with an appropriate level of moral 
concern for the world around them and problem 
solving skills to enable them to be an active 
participant in society.  

Topics covered:  
Geography of Australia, Geography of Crime, 
Geography of East Africa, Geography of Health, 
Climate Crisis, Global Economy - the Journey of a 
Single Dollar, Geography of Fast Fashion, Changing 
Superpowers of the World, Where are the Most 
Dangerous Places on Earth? Do we really know the 
difference between Countries? 

Geography
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History is not the story of the past, but how 
that story is created. If a person wants to 
know what happened, they can consult a book 
or website, but in the History Department at 
JAGS we aim to promote the key skills  
and critical thinking to construct their own 
interpretations of the past and learn how to 
make judgments of the events and evaluate 
the evidence available. In learning how to be a 
historian, students are encouraged to be  
inquisitive, to ask questions about the past 
and challenge traditional assumptions, to work 
out the answers for themselves rather than 
relying on the views of others. 

By its nature, we find ourselves looking at a variety 
of topics that can be challenging and require 
students to take risks in their learning and how  
they approach sensitive topics to appreciate the  
controversies of the past and their impact on  
the present. 

 

We encourage creativity in thinking and justifying 
explanations to enable new perspectives and 
understanding to be developed and how to reach 
moral and principled judgments on the past on its 
own terms and by modern standards. To facilitate 
this, there is a focus on how to write and present 
information, communicating information in a clear, 
ordered manner with a view to persuade with 
reason and evidence, whilst seeking a balance  
with other forms of learning and expression to 
develop the whole person. These skills in written 
communication are of great relevance and  
importance in a number of areas that will help 
students in their future roles. Although there is a 
focus on the individual learner being reflective and 
developing their own ideas and perspectives about 
the past, we also encourage teamwork and  
collaboration to share the diversity of perspectives 
and experiences that help inform historical debate 
and to show care and compassion towards those 
with differing views. 

With the focus on ongoing learning and the developing  
of skills, we have a policy of gradeless marking, focusing on 
formative feedback to allow students to reflect on what 
they have done well and take charge of how they will 
progress in their learning, to enrich their own experience and 
make them strong and dynamic learners in a positive  
and supportive environment.    

Topics covered:  
The Medieval World (Year 7): including the challenges faced 
by medieval monarchs, how medieval society functioned 
and why did people disagree over religion?
The Transformation into the Modern World (Year 8): 
including religious and political changes, why the French 
revolted and executed their king and how democracy grew 
in Britain.
The Modern World (Year 9): including the impact & legacy 
of the British Empire Why the study of the Holocaust is 
important and what was the experience of the Windrush 
generation?

History
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The study of Latin fosters a genuine  
intellectual curiosity in the world and provides 
students with the valuable and transferable 
skills of problem solving, attention to detail, 
and critical thinking. Through study of the  
ancient language, students will gain the  
ability to think logically and develop clarity  
of thought and expression. 

During KS3 much emphasis is laid on working  
with original source material. Direct engagement 
with the language, literature and archaeological 
evidence enables students to form personal 
responses and develop their independent critical 
faculties. In examining the Ancient World, we aim 
to enable students to appreciate both the  
differences and similarities between Ancient and 
Modern society. We aim to establish links between 
disciplines and to encourage students to situate 
their understanding of the Classics in the wider 
context of European (and World) history. 

Our first aim is to enable each student to read 
Latin with understanding and enjoyment. The 
study of Greek is also offered in years 8 and 9.  
The study of an ancient language supports an 
understanding of and interest in language in 
general, including derivation, structure and word 
order. The close study of Latin and Greek provides 
an opportunity for the development of analytical 
powers and problem-solving skills which many find 
an attractive intellectual challenge. 

At every level in KS3, students are encouraged to 
respond critically to their reading, whether of 
adapted material or of original texts. Language is 
not taught in isolation, but as a means to discover 
ancient life and thought, beliefs and literature.  
The study of Classical languages at KS3, therefore, 
provides a valuable gateway to cultures which have 
had a significant influence on shaping the modern 
world. 

Topics covered: 
Year 7: Latin Nouns (nominative and accusative 
cases), Verbs in the Present, Imperfect and Perfect 
Tense, building confidence in reading simple 
passages of Latin. 
Life in Pompeii including an exploration of Roman 
housing, diet, slavery, entertainment. 

Year 8: Latin Nouns (all cases), Adjectival Agreement, 
Irregular Verbs, Pluperfect Tense, translating more 
complex passages of Latin and translating simple 
sentences into Latin. 
Life in Roman Britain including a study of resistance 
to Roman rule (Boudica’s rebellion) and the role of 
client kings. 
An introduction to classical Greek language and 
mythology (Olympian myth of creation, the birth 
and powers of Olympian gods).  

Year 9: Use of Prepositions, Pronouns, Adjectives, 
Future Tense, Relative Clauses, Passive Voice, 
building confidence in reading and understanding 
longer passages of adapted Latin text. 
An introduction to Homeric epics, the myth of 
Troy; Roman epic ‘Aeneid’; and an exploration of 
Latin poetry ‘Catullus and Ovid’.

Latin
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We aim to build core mathematical skills, 
which will give students the tools to solve 
increasingly complex and open-ended tasks as 
we progress through Years 7 to 9. We want our 
students to have a sense of curiosity and to be 
independent thinkers. We give students the 
confidence to ‘have a go’, even if they are not 
too sure of the route through a problem.  

Mathematicians are creative problem solvers and 
this starts from the first maths lesson in Year 7.  
We want our students to be technically  
competent, and use these skills to solve contextual 
problems. We achieve this by consolidating and 
extending skills previously learnt, ensuring that  
the techniques are solid, showing different and 
sometimes more rigorous methods than previously 
seen. We teach our students to appreciate that 
alternative methods may be more efficient in 
different situations and to be reflective on the 
approach they choose to take. We encourage our 
students to apply these skills to solve interesting 
problems and puzzles. 

We want our students to be confident. This comes 
from working at a comfortable level which suits 
their learning and helps them make the best 
progress. We achieve this by introducing gentle 
setting to allow work to be targeted towards 
consolidation or problem solving. This allows 
students to work at an appropriate level, with 
more core work or stretch, depending on the set. 

Clear communication is key to an efficient and 
elegant mathematical solution, so we encourage 
students to lay their work out in a logical fashion. 
They are introduced to mathematical notation and 
are taught how to interpret a contextual situation 
into a concise mathematical problem. We show 
them how to interpret their solutions in a real-life 
context and understand the limitations of  
mathematical models. 

Mathematicians work collaboratively in the real 
world, so we like to teach our students how to 
solve problems as part of a team. We use paired 
problem-solving tasks, such as tarsia matching 
puzzles to encourage inquisitiveness and discussion. 

We use our large whiteboards in the classrooms  
to work on longer and more challenging tasks, 
enabling our students to work as part of a larger 
group to share ideas and learn from each other. 
They are encouraged to work creatively, be robust, 
communicate their mathematical findings and 
defend their ideas. This collaborative approach 
improves their confidence, critical thinking and 
ability to present their ideas to others.  
 
Furthermore, resilience is needed to persevere  
through a task, trying different ideas until finding the 
most suitable approach. Students are encouraged to 
look at the other groups’ work on whiteboards 
around the room, discuss, evaluate and learn from it.

Topics covered:    
Number – sets, number types, fractions, decimals, 
percentages, ratios, indices, standard form.  
Algebra – simplifying, equations, graphs of lines, 
inequalities, quadratics.  
Shape and Space – angles, area, volume, Pythagoras’ 
theorem, trigonometry, co-ordinate geometry.  
Statistics – data displays, statistical measures, 
probability. 

Mathematics
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Introduction
Learning a Modern Foreign Language (MFL)
boosts cognitive skills such as memory,  
problem-solving, attention and critical thinking. 
It also provides students with the opportunity 
to delve into a new culture, broaden their 
horizons and experience the joy of connecting 
with others through language. Finally, it  
encourages curiosity for the rest of the world, 
a sensitivity to and appreciation of cultural 
differences fostering a more inclusive mindset 
and a broader understanding of the world. The 
aim is to shape future global citizens.  

At JAGS we believe that learning a new language is 
about experiencing the vibrant cultures that come 
with it. That is why we are proud to offer an 
exciting and diverse co-curricular programme that 
plays a pivotal role in enhancing our pupils’ lan-
guage learning journey. Clubs, workshops, visits to 
the theatre, cinema, museums, and carefully 
curated residential trips immerse students in 
authentic language environments, fostering an 
understanding and appreciation for diverse cul-
tures. Whether it’s exploring the bustling streets of 
Paris, savouring delicious pastries in Germany, or 
conversing with locals in Naples, these experiences 
provide invaluable opportunities for our students 
to develop their language skills in engaging re-
al-world settings.

Our linguists take the lead in national language and 
literature competitions. Each year, they have the 
chance to participate in events such as the Spelling 
and Translation Bee Competitions, the Anthea Bell 
Prize for Young Translators, or the Oxford University 
Short Fiction Competition, among others. 

Engaging in these competitions challenges  
students to learn and utilize words and expressions 
they may not encounter in everyday situations.  
This expands their linguistic repertoire and deepens 
their understanding of the languages and literature, 
inspiring them to continue on the passionate 
journey of language acquisition. 

Modern Foreign Languages
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French
Our KS3 curriculum is designed to introduce 
students to the fascinating world of French 
language and culture, aiming to develop their 
proficiency and confidence in communicating 
in French. 

Throughout their journey in our curriculum, 
students will embark on an exciting adventure 
that will enable them to achieve a range of 
key skills. Firstly, they will acquire essential 
language skills, including listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing, with a focus on building a 
strong foundation in vocabulary and grammar. 
They will learn to understand and use every-
day expressions, engage in conversations, and 
express their thoughts and opinions in French.

Students will explore the rich cultural heritage of 
French-speaking countries, including their traditions, 
customs and values. They will develop an  
appreciation for the diversity of French-speaking 
communities around the world and foster an 
understanding of how language connects people 
and shapes their identities. Our partnerships with 
schools in French-speaking regions provide  
students with opportunities to engage with 
authentic resources and native speakers, further 
enhancing their language proficiency. 

Our curriculum also emphasizes the development 
of transferable skills that extend beyond language 
learning. Students will enhance their critical  
thinking abilities by analysing and interpreting 
various texts, such as literature, songs and  
authentic materials. They will also cultivate their 
research and presentation skills, as well as their 
ability to collaborate effectively in group projects 
and discussions. 

Our French language classes aim to foster a lifelong 
love for the French language and culture. Students 
unleash their creativity by experimenting with the 
language to create meaningful interactions with 
others and showcase their culinary prowess by 
preparing menus featuring classic French dishes. 
These activities contribute to fostering a positive, 
engaging and supportive learning environment 
where students of all abilities and backgrounds 
flourish and feel encouraged to take risks in 
expressing themselves in a foreign language. 

Topics covered:  
Myself and my Family 
Sports and Leisure 
Home, Town and Region 
Food  
School Life 
Festivals 
Holidays and Tourism 

MFL
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German
Learning German enhances students’ language 
skills, enabling them to communicate  
effectively in a different linguistic context.  
It broadens their understanding of grammar, 
vocabulary and sentence structure, improving 
their overall language competency.  

Learning any foreign language promotes curiosity 
and inquisitiveness. Students develop a desire to 
understand different cultures, histories, and  
traditions associated with German-speaking  
countries, encouraging them to explore diverse 
perspectives and thus expanding their capacity of 
problem-solving. Whilst we only look at very 
general similarities and differences of life in  
German-speaking communities to life in the UK, 
students begin to gain insights into different value 
systems, cultural norms and historical events, 
enabling them to develop empathy, respect for 
diversity, and a broader understanding of global 
issues. 

In terms of progress, students can evaluate their 
progress, identify areas for improvement, and set 
goals to enhance their language skills. It nurtures 
self-awareness and encourages students to reflect 
on their learning process. 

Learning German will challenge our students to 
step out of their comfort zones and take risks in 
language use. They practise speaking, writing and 
listening in a new language, which requires courage 
to make mistakes and learn from them, thus 
fostering a growth mindset. 

German language learning often involves  
collaborative activities, such as pair work or group 
projects. Students collaborate, exchange ideas, and 
support each other’s language development, 
enhancing their teamwork and cooperation skills. 
We also benefit from a partner/pen pal scheme 
with our partner school near Cologne in Germany. 
  

Topics covered: 
Myself and my Family 
Leisure 
School Life 
Food and Health 
Home Life 
Holidays and Tourism 
Clothes and Environmental Care 
Technology 

MFL
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Italian
Through engaging lessons, interactive  
activities, teamwork and immersive  
experiences, students develop a solid  
foundation in Italian vocabulary, grammar, 
and pronunciation, they learn to understand, 
speak, read and write in the language to  
communicate effectively and build  
connections with Italian speakers.  
The focus is on communication so students 
practise their language skills through  
dialogues, role-plays and real-life scenarios, 
thus fostering strong communication skills, 
confidence, fluency and creative use of  
language. The regular practice of class  
presentations also boosts students’  
confidence for public speaking in their  
own language. 

As students’ progress in learning Italian, they may 
experience challenges or even setbacks but they 
also develop a sense of accomplishment, building 
confidence and resilience that extend beyond 
language learning.  

The course is designed to promote a passion for 
learning beyond the boundaries of the classroom 
so students are introduced to Italian traditions, its 
art, history, music and food, a different approach 
to life, through a range of co-curricular activities in 
and outside school. Students are encouraged  
to challenge themselves and bravely experience  
something new and different, stepping out of  
their comfort zone. 

All these competencies have a positive impact on 
personal growth, future academic pursuits and 
enhance the overall development of our students. 

Topics covered:   
Personal Identity
Family Life and Friends
Leisure, Food
School
Pets
Daily Routine
Home Life
Home, Town, Region
Some Italian festivals and tradition
Collaboration/exchange with school in Bergamo, 
Italy via Teams
Grammar: Articles, Gender and Number, Adjective 
Noun Agreement, Adverbs, Conjugation of Verbs, 
Present and Past Tenses Connectives and  
Conjunctions

MFL
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MFL

Japanese 
Learning Japanese is an engaging and rewarding 
journey that expands horizons both  
linguistically and culturally. Mastering the  
language enhances communication skills  
within a different context and deepens  
understanding of grammar, vocabulary,  
and sentence structures. 

Exploring Japanese culture adds an extra layer  
of fascination to the learning process. From the  
elegance of traditional arts like calligraphy, tea 
ceremonies, and drumming, to the captivating 
world of manga and anime, students discover a  
rich artistic heritage.  

Japanese cuisine transcends mere food preparation 
and becomes a gateway to a cultural journey. 
Beyond the culinary experience, it serves as a 
conduit for students to immerse themselves in  
the customs, etiquette, and values that shape 
Japanese society. 

Furthermore, Japan’s technological innovations, 
from robotics to video games, have made a global 
impact. Learning Japanese unveils the influence of 
these advancements and their integration into 
contemporary culture. 

By immersing themselves in Japanese language and 
culture, students cultivate a broader worldview, 
respect for diversity, and a profound appreciation 
for the beauty of traditions, arts, cuisine, and 
technological achievements. The journey not only 
enhances language skills but also nurtures curiosity 
and opens doors to a captivating world that awaits 
exploration. 

Topics covered:   
Personal Identity
Family Life and Friends;
Leisure; Food
School
Pets;
Daily Routine
Holiday 
Grammar: Japanese Characters (hiragana/katakana/ 
kanji), Present and Past Tenses, Adjectives, Verbs 
and Conjugations, Present and Past Tense
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Russian
Teaching Russian at JAGS gives students  
an appreciation of a different language  
and culture and develops their confidence  
as a foreign language speaker, whilst  
fostering a positive approach to language 
learning by encouraging and rewarding  
students in developing all four key areas  
of Russian equally: speaking, reading,  
listening and writing.  

When learning Russian, students improve key life 
skills such as memory, analysis, teamwork,  
communication skills, ability to understand  
different cultures, creativity, ethical judgement  
and compassion.  

Russian at JAGS is taught at a higher tier and it 
provides good foundations for further study at  
a university, should students wish to do so.  
Learning Russian in Key Stage 3 gives students all 
the foundations needed to complete the GCSE 
course with great results. Our lessons are fast-
paced and fun, students enjoy the variation of 
activities in lessons and the extra-curricular events 
that happen outside scheduled lesson time.  

Topics covered:  
My Family
My Hobbies
Food
School 
Telling the Time
Numbers
Pets
My House;  
My Area
My Town
Holidays
Grammar: Nouns and Genders, Adjective Noun 
Agreement, Case Endings

MFL
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Spanish
Spanish sparks the creative spirit in our  
students as they embark on an exciting  
journey of learning the language and  
exploring its vibrant culture. Our KS3  
Spanish programme creates strong language 
skills foundations and fosters critical  
thinking, inquisitiveness, and a deep  
appreciation for Spanish speaking culture  
and countries. Through pop songs,  
storytelling, dancing, role-plays, cinema,  
and cultural projects students develop their 
language and communication skills in an  
engaging, motivating, and exciting way. 

Students get in contact with authentic resources 
and native speakers through our partnerships  
with schools around the Spanish speaking world. 
Learning about socio-economic, cultural, and 
historic aspects from diverse Spanish-speaking 
countries, students gain the ability to evaluate  
information critically and form their own  
informed opinions. There is a healthy co-curricular  
programme which motivates students and  
supports their learning beyond the curriculum. 
Cultural understanding fosters respect for  
diversity and prepares them to thrive in a  
globalised and inter-connected world. 

Students channel their creativity by playing with 
the language to create meaningful communication 
with others, learning to transfer meaning through 
translation skills or displaying their culinary skills  
in preparing tapas or tacos menus. All adds up 
to fostering a positive, engaging and supporting 
learning environment in which students from all 
abilities and backgrounds thrive and feel  
encouraged to take risks when speaking a  
foreign language.  

MFL
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Music in Britain today carries great cultural  
significance, acting as a unifying thread that 
cuts across age, ethnicity and social class,  
fostering a sense of collective identity and 
community. Legendary artists from a variety 
of different musical traditions continue to 
shape British culture, inspiring artistic  
expression and promoting inclusivity. 

Music at KS3 emphasises active participation and 
collaboration. Students have the chance to  
compose their own original works and collaborate 
with their peers, working together in classroom  
ensembles and developing valuable teamwork and  
communication skills. The excitement of creating 
music together fosters a sense of unity and 
belonging, building social connections and  
encouraging inclusivity. 

Furthermore, music explores the deep connection 
between emotions and artistic expression.  
Students learn to channel their feelings through 
music, discovering how music can communicate 
what words alone cannot. This emotional  
intelligence nurtures empathy and resilience, 
providing students with an outlet for self-expression. 

Our curriculum for Year 7 and 8 is centered  
around exploring rhythm, pitch and harmony 
through a number of different projects  
incorporating listening, composition and  
performing. Some projects involve the use of  
the Mac computers, and some are very practical 
such as Gamelan. In Year 9, a more detailed study 
of structure and texture is added, culminating in  
a substantial song writing project. More work is 
done independently and in the studio. 

Studying music at KS3 is not only an end in itself 
but provides a comprehensive framework for the 
development of various skills and competencies 
too. A well-rounded musical education fosters 
creativity, critical thinking, inquisitiveness,  
leadership, ethical judgement and more.  
Our curriculum not only helps students develop 
their musical abilities, but also prepares them to be 
thoughtful, confident, and engaged participants in 
the world of music and beyond. 
 
Topics covered:  
Gamelan and Music from Indonesia 
Graphic Scores – interpreting the composer’s 
intention  
Folk Music and the Blues 
New Directions in 20th Century Music 
Pop Song Writing 
Film and Commercial Music 

Music



The purpose of our Physical Education  
curriculum is to provide a knowledge-rich 
curriculum that develops students’ physical, 
mental and social health, and ensures that  
being active forms part of their life-long 
identity. The structure of the curriculum is 
designed to progressively improve students’ 
knowledge, skills and understanding, building 
their character and leadership skills, whilst  
also providing opportunities to show their 
creative flair.   
  

We aim to provide an engaging and challenging 
curriculum that allows all students to achieve 
beyond their expectations. To offer excellent 
opportunities to develop a healthy life-long  
love of physical activity in a first-class learning 
environment where both staff and students enjoy 
working hard together to achieve success. We want 
all students to feel they are part of a team, believe 
in their healthy potential and thrive physically, 
socially and emotionally. We do this by developing 
the attitudes, skills and knowledge required to be  
a leader and provide memorable experiences 
throughout a student’s journey within Physical 
Education.   

Students will be provided with a variety of  
opportunities and experiences throughout their 
time at JAGS, challenging them both inside and  
outside the classroom. Throughout the years, 
students have the opportunity to experience a 
robust programme of qualifications, awards and 
memorable learning experiences. Students will 
develop physical, technical and tactical sporting 
skills; enhanced by an embedded focus on  

mental skills such as resilience, determination and  
confidence. There will be an emphasis on improving 
fitness in conjunction with health and wellbeing 
through knowledge and application. Leadership 
skills take a strong emphasis throughout the  
key stages, with students able to take on  
additional roles. 

We aim to ensure all students leave JAGS possessing 
the skills, motivation and knowledge to enjoy a 
lifelong engagement with sport and physical activity.  
We trust that our broad and innovative PE  
curriculum will allow students to develop their love 
of movement and sport well beyond their time 
with us. 
 
Topics covered: 
Hockey, Netball, Swimming, Football, Handball, 
Rock Climbing, Cheerleading, Gymnastics, Athletics, 
Tennis, Cricket, Touch Rugby, Fitness, Badminton, 
Basketball, Table Tennis, Cross Country, Volleyball, 
Water Polo, and Rounders

Physical Education
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KS3 Religious Studies at JAGS is designed to 
support the holistic development of students. 
Critical and independent thinking is fundamental. 
Students are exposed to diverse religious  
perspectives, allowing them to analyse and  
evaluate information objectively, such as classical 
theological arguments for the existence of a 
Creator God. Through discussions and debates, 
students learn to examine critically different 
viewpoints, such as the range of Christian  
responses to these arguments, evaluate  
evidence, and construct their own reasoned 
arguments. This cultivates their ability to  
identify logical connections and inconsistencies, 
enhancing the critical thinking abilities they 
can transfer to all manner of RS topics and life 
beyond the classroom.  

Curiosity is encouraged as students explore a wide 
range of religious traditions from the world’s major, 
and also minor faiths such as Zoroastrianism, and 
their beliefs and practices within the context of  
the 21st century world. They are encouraged to ask 

questions, delve into religious texts, and engage in 
research to deepen their understanding. This instils 
an appreciation of the dynamic role of religion, 
promoting inquisitiveness and a thirst for knowledge. 
However, they also explore the spectrum of non- 
religious perspectives, from atheism to secular 
Humanism, reflecting the ever-changing landscape 
of faith and belief in the UK and globally.  

Principles and ethical judgment are fostered in KS3 
by exploring ethical questions and dilemmas from 
religious perspectives; cases in point are the issues 
of animal ethics, extremism and forgiveness.  
Students learn about different ethical frameworks 
and reflect on the values and principles that guide 
human behaviour and shape their own worldview, 
moral principles and ethical judgment, equipping 
them to navigate complex moral issues with 
thoughtfulness and integrity. The culmination of the 
KS3 scheme of learning is students designing their 
own ethical framework for daily life at JAGS, inspired 
by the Buddha’s Five Precepts. 

Creativity is nurtured in KS3 as students are  
encouraged to think outside the box and utilise their 

imagination to represent religious concepts through 
artwork, e.g. creating their own visual metaphor for 
the soul, comparing Christian iconography with  
Muslim and Jewish iconoclasm and consolidating this 
with an examination of stained-glass windows and 
frescoes on a trip to Rochester Cathedral. This 
promotes originality and encourages students to 
approach challenges with fresh perspectives, fostering 
their creativity and innovative thinking skills. 

In every KS3 RS lesson, students’ communication 
skills are focal; they are encouraged to listen to 
others closely and express their own views clearly.  
In summary, KS3 Religious Studies at JAGS equips 
students with essential skills and qualities that 
contribute to their personal growth, academic 
success, and overall development.

Topics covered:  
Year 7: an A-Z of Religion and Belief 
Year 8: An Introduction to Religious Philosophy:
the relationship between Religion and Science; 
Person and Purpose; Human Rights 
Year 9s: Religion in the World: Islam (with a focus on 
the Five Pillars, jihad and marriage); Buddhism (with a 
focus on the appeal of Buddhist teachings in the West)

Religious Studies
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Biology
Biology develops curiosity with the  
natural world and encourages students’  
inquisitiveness. During lessons students  
will discover the reasons behind observed  
phenomena - Why is DNA twisted? How do 
plants know which way is up? Why is human 
blood red but crustacean blood blue? During 
practical work students will test hypotheses 
to find their own answers to questions posed - 
Which food contains the most energy?  
What seed flies the furthest? What’s the best 
aseptic technique for hand washing?

Risk taking and having courage to get it wrong is  
an underlying principle of the very best biologists. 
As Einstein (not a Biologist, but a good scientist 
nonetheless) put it: anyone who has never made  
a mistake has never tried anything new. Students 
have to be bold and be willing to develop their 
own ideas and then test them in the knowledge 
they may be proved wrong but will have gained 
valuable learning in the process. 

Creativity and communication are key to exceptional 
practical work in Biology. Students will work 
cooperatively with partners during practical 
sessions to develop their teamwork and must 
make sure methods are clearly explained in  
unambiguous language to achieve accurate results. 

Resilience and creative approaches are also  
fundamentally important when faced with  
setbacks during experiments; students need the 
determination to keep trying, applying learning 
from past attempts, and often need to think 
outside the box to come up with solutions to 
problems that work within the limitations of  
the apparatus available. 

Biology also develops attention to detail when 
communicating. There is a world of difference 
between respiration ‘releasing’ energy and  
‘creating’ energy and over the course of KS3 
students choice of language and ability to  
communicate precisely will evolve and mature. 

Topics covered: 
Cells  
Structure and Function of Body Systems  
Plant Reproduction 
Human Reproduction  
Health and Lifestyle 
Biological Reactions  
Microbiology  
Adaptations and Inheritance  
Genetics 

Sciences
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Chemistry
Studying Chemistry at JAGS fosters effective 
communication as students learn to express 
complex ideas clearly through scientific  
discussions and presentations. Secondly, it  
ignites curiosity, encouraging students to 
question and explore the fundamental aspects 
of matter. This sparks a lifelong love for learning 
and a deeper understanding of the world. 

Chemistry also cultivates important skills such as 
teamwork and resilience. Collaborative experiments 
promote camaraderie, while overcoming challenges 
builds perseverance and resilience. Moreover, 
Chemistry is a subject filled with fun and  
engagement, providing hands-on experiments  
and captivating demonstrations that make science 
exciting for students. 

By studying Chemistry, students gain the ability  
to explain and understand the world around them. 
They uncover the mechanisms behind every day 
phenomena, empowering them to make informed 
decisions and appreciate the interconnectedness 
of the world. Additionally, a strong foundation in 
Chemistry sets the stage for future scientific 
pursuits, building connections between other 
scientific disciplines like Biology and Physics. 

Chemistry develops problem-solving and  
analytical skills, teaching students to approach 
challenges methodically and draw evidence-based  
conclusions. They also learn to record observations 
accurately, enhancing scientific accuracy and  
practical skills.  

Lastly, studying Chemistry strengthens mathematical 
skills by applying mathematical concepts to solve 
problems. Determining electron structures,  
understanding formulas and interpreting data 
strengthen both mathematical abilities and the 
understanding of Chemistry. 

At JAGS you are in for an exhilarating journey  
into the world of Chemistry. Through engaging  
experiences, students develop communication 
skills, curiosity, resilience, problem-solving 
abilities and a solid scientific foundation.  
This adventure empowers them to understand  
and explain the world, collaborate effectively,  
and build a strong academic future. 

Topics covered:  
Particles
Chemical Reactions
Elements, Compounds and Mixtures
Acids and Alkalis
Separating Techniques
Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table
Reactions of Metals
Reactions of Acids
Rates of Reaction
The Earth and its Resources

Sciences
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Physics
In Physics, students are encouraged to  
explore the world around them through  
questioning and hands on experience.  
They are taught not to just accept ideas,  
but to test them and draw their own  
conclusions. They design experiments,  
analyse data and draw evidence-based  
inferences, fostering creativity and critical 
thinking. Inquisitiveness drives them to ask 
thought-provoking questions and apply  
Physics principles to real-world scenarios.  

Reflectiveness and resilience are promoted, as 
students evaluate their performance and embrace 
challenges without fear. Students are reminded 
that many of the Physics principles we know and 
use today were developed through trial and error, 
and by learning from past experiences. 

Our physicists are encouraged to become  
fearless problem solvers, learning by analysing  
their mistakes. Alongside these competencies, 
ethical judgment is cultivated by questioning  
how scientific knowledge can better the world, 
such as in understanding climate change.  
Additionally, caring for others and the planet is 
emphasized, as students question how scientific 
knowledge can contribute to helping others and 
demonstrate concern for global issues. 

Throughout the curriculum, the students are 
offered opportunities to engage in group projects 
and experiments, fostering their teamwork and 
leadership skills. By coordinating efforts, students 
learn to collaborate effectively and communicate 
their scientific findings on paper and to a group.  
Balancing theoretical understanding and practical 
application provides students with a comprehensive 
understanding of Physics, preparing them for 
future endeavours. 

Topics covered: 
Forces 
Electricity 
Space 
Energy 
Magnetism and Electromagnetism 
Sound 
Light 
Pressure

Sciences
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