Drama Assistant
REQUIRED FOR SEPTEMBER 2022
CANDIDATE PACK
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DRAMA ASSISTANT

JAMES ALLEN’S GIRLS’ SCHOOL
Do you have a passion for life and learning? If so, our inspirational teaching team at JAGS is looking for a
colleague to join the Drama department. Your dynamic and creative approach will help encourage and
champion today’s young learners across Years 7 to 13 in this, one of the UK’s leading independent schools.
With its distinctive heritage as the oldest independent girls’ school in London, James Allen’s Girls’ School, JAGS,
provides a forward-thinking and contemporary education for over 1100 girls aged 4 to 18.
A diverse and dynamic school community, JAGS has entered an exciting new phase in its development and this
post presents a great opportunity to work within a community without barriers to full participation. Your input
will help to bring a bold educational vision to life for all students and colleagues as we work together to
develop this already exceptional school in its next chapter.
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DRAMA ASSISTANT

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD
I am delighted that you are interested in joining the JAGS community. As Head, it’s absolutely my belief that
all girls should be given the opportunity to grow and flourish in an environment where there is no limit to their
ambitions.
At JAGS you will find a happy, diverse and dynamic community, rooted in academic excellence and yet fully
committed to the breadth of a holistic education both in and out of the classroom. Compassion and
commitment are central to our ethos, in this environment that values individuality and inclusivity.
Our school aims, both in and out of the classroom, are clear:
•
•
•
•
•

To celebrate our diverse and inclusive community
To champion social awareness and sustainability
To empower courage, creativity and compassion in each student
To inspire aspirational and authentic lifelong learners and leaders
To nurture respectful, resilient and kind individuals

It is an enormous privilege to lead this exceptional school, where all members of our school community
share a passion for life and learning.
I hope that this matches your educational vision and look forward to welcoming you soon.

MRS ALEX HUTCHINSON, MA (OXON) PGCE
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DRAMA ASSISTANT

WORKING AT JAGS
Working at JAGS is about more than just working. JAGS is a community and a family that nurtures a warm and
supportive environment for both the students and staff who come to learn and work here. From your first day
at JAGS you will have access to some of the best educational facilities in the country and will be encouraged
to take part in the many shared activities here.
JAGS works hard to attract the best staff and the benefit package is both generous and competitive.

We offer you:
•
The opportunity to join our outstanding school where public examination results consistently place
JAGS amongst the leading schools in the UK
•
A community of considerate, creative and compassionate students and staff
•
A highly diverse and inclusive school community, committed to our bursary provision
•
An inspiring and enthusiastic team of colleagues across the teaching and support staff
•
Excellent facilities, including the latest resources to support learning
•
Membership of the Teachers’ Pension Scheme
•
A wide-ranging benefit package including lunch, gym membership, school fee discount, the cycle to
work scheme and free access to the Dulwich Picture Gallery
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DRAMA ASSISTANT

THE DRAMA
DEPARTMENT
The Drama department at JAGS is an outstanding
place to work and comprises 5 highly
experienced, specialist teachers, a technical
theatre manager, performing arts assistant and 3
LAMDA teachers. A passion for Drama and Dance
is shared in delivering curricular and co-curricular activities, which include an exciting range of design, technical
and performance opportunities throughout the year. Pupils achieve the highest grades in both practical and
written examinations. We celebrate excellence in ensemble as well as individual achievement and actively
encourage students in the senior school to run drama clubs for younger pupils. Pupils work in local and national
theatre companies including NYT, NYMT and Young Pleasance and several of our pupils have been selected
for film and television roles. Students work with the local community, running dance and drama workshops in
local primary schools. Teachers at JAGS actively pursue their own theatre practice beyond the school
environment and this helps introduce fresh and exciting ideas.
Drama teachers have considerable scope to develop individual enthusiasm and teaching methods. In Years 7,
8 and 9 pupils have weekly drama lessons whose aim is to inspire a love for drama as well as acquisition of
theatre skills. In Years 10 and 11 there are typically two GCSE groups and the AQA syllabus is followed. A range
of scripted and devised practical options are studied and productions seen during the course fuel the creative
projects we undertake and inevitably fire our students’ imaginations. The AQA syllabus is followed at A Level
with papers on set texts and practitioners, live theatre and practical performances.
The Drama and Dance Department is centred around a 200-seat auditorium, a flexible stage and professional
lighting and sound facilities. The department has a fully equipped studio theatre, two dance studios, a design
room, a workshop, scene and costume stores. Students are challenged to work to professional standards in an
atmosphere of creative collaboration with staff-directed productions held for all key stages throughout the
year. Students in Year 12 direct Junior House Drama in the autumn term and productions are frequently held
in collaboration with Dulwich College. Dance is taught within Drama at Key stage 3 and is an option for students
in Key stages 4 and 5. Dance specialists in the department bring a wide range of expertise, and offer junior and
senior dance classes, and act as a choreographers and movement directors for musical productions and clubs.
A wide range of clubs are offered and those include technical theatre through to playwriting. Students with
particular aptitude in Drama are provided every opportunity to excel: outstanding ensemble choreography has
been achieved by Sixth Form students and others frequently act as assistant directors. Students also form
technical and costume crews. Students have often had the opportunity to take part in new work at the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, either as performers or technicians.
Teamwork plays an important role within the Department: the staff love to enhance the experience of
students by sharing good practice, resources, and ideas. We are looking for a well-qualified graduate to join
this exceptional department who shares our vision, is passionate about Drama, and who will bring their own
individuality to this warm and supportive team.
In addition, any prospective candidate must show an active commitment to the values and expectations of
our school community and to the welfare of the pupils within it. The enthusiasm to assist in a strong cocurriculum is an important quality of all who work at JAGS.
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THE ROLE

JOB TITLE:

Drama Assistant

TERMS & CONDITIONS:

Full Time, 35 hours per week (Flexibility required)

SALARY:

£22,000- £24,000 per annum according to qualifications and
experience.

LINE MANAGEMENT:

This role reports to the Director of Drama

Job Description
The post is intended for an aspiring Drama Teacher or Director who wishes to gain hands-on drama teaching
and directing experience and develop, and support new initiatives within our vibrant and innovative drama
department. The Drama assistant will play a full part in the co-curricular life of Drama at JAGS. The postholder will direct at least three productions during the course of the year and support a range of drama class
work. It is desirable for the post holder to have skills in dance and a knowledge of technical theatre. We
expect candidates for the post to be recent Drama graduates or post-graduates or to have had experience
working in youth theatre.
Due to the nature of the role, there will be a requirement for the post holder to work extended hours as and
when needed as part of the role. This will include some weekends and evenings and the arrangement of
hours will take place with the Director of Drama. Time off in lieu will be allocated as appropriate.

James Allen’s Girls’ School 144 East Dulwich Grove London SE22 8TE

DRAMA ASSISTANT

PERSON SPECIFICATION
Essential
•

Have a degree in Drama or significant industry experience;
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Demonstrate experience of theatre direction in a professional, fringe or student context
Have the stamina to cope with long working hours around productions
Be independently resourceful
Adaptable in approach and willing to ‘go the extra mile’.
Flexible and versatile, able to work with imagination and ingenuity supporting young people in their
new skills and techniques.
The ability to work to deadlines, using their own initiative, is essential.

Desirable
•
•
•
•

Confident and able to work both unsupervised and as a member of a team.
Skills in dance and choreography could be an advantage.
Excellent communication skills, including being able to deal effectively with
teaching staff, pupils, parents and colleagues.

Equal Opportunities
It is the policy of the school to provide equal opportunities for all qualified individuals regardless
of race, colour, religion, ethnic or national origin, sexual orientation, age, gender, medical
condition or disability.

Child Protection
All staff have a responsibility for promoting and safeguarding the welfare of children and young persons for
whom they are responsible or with whom they come into contact and to adhere to and ensure compliance
with the school’s Child Protection Policy at all times

Ethos and Whole School Values
•
•
•
•

The enthusiasm to assist in a strong co-curricular programme
An individual with a genuine commitment to the wellbeing of the staff and students in their care
Committed to operating as part of the School community
Committed to diversity, inclusion and anti-racism in the School community

Safeguarding and Pastoral
•
•

Committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people
A satisfactory Enhanced Disclosure from the DBS
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HOW TO APPLY
We welcome applications from all parts of the community and know that our school is strengthened when
staff and pupils feel a true sense of belonging. To enable us to make any reasonable adjustments, please let us
know when you submit your application whether you have any special requirements.
We welcome applications from both newly qualified and experienced teachers. The school operates its own
generous pay scales and will offer a competitive salary commensurate with experience and the nature of this
role.

The Director of Drama, Jo Billington (joanna.billington@jags.org.uk) or the Deputy Head (Academic) Ben
Chappell (ben.chappell@jags.org.uk ) will be happy to answer any questions.

Please visit our https://www.jags.org.uk/day-to-day/vacancies/ to download a JAGS Teaching Staff
Application Form. For further information please contact recruitment@jags.org.uk or James Allen’s Girls’
School, 144 East Dulwich Grove, London SE22 8TE.

Closing date:
Interviews: from

JAGS is committed to the safeguarding and welfare of children and applicants must be willing to undergo child
protection screening appropriate to this post, including checks with past employers, the Disclosure and Barring
Service and overseas police check if necessary. Candidates from overseas must provide information about
their past conduct, for example, by providing documents issued by overseas teaching authorities.
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