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TheLearning Grid

I’'m Lara Meeran teacher of resistant materials prodiuct design at James Allen’s Girl’'s School. | aso an
assessor on the panel for the Learning Grid and tteesopportunity to look at all the projects thied
submitted for the Learning Grid approval.

The Learning Grid is an initiative to develop cbll@ation between industry and Government, with fngd
from the Department of Trade and Industry and tleedvsport Industry. The Learning Grid aims to attra
students to a career in engineering as a coreilotdr to the nation’s wealth by offering fun, saifed effective
learning activities for young people. Learning Ceaimpetitions, events and materials are availabistiidents
of all ages from primary school up to universityl the programmes have been assessed for theintdnal
value, effectiveness and quality.

As part of my role as an assessor | was asked itovbéved in a promotional video for the Learningds The
aim was to explain the value of enhancing linksMeein education and industry and explain the imihasthas
on pupils’ perception of Industry and the positbenefits to schools. | also talked about some fipguojects
that the Learning Grid has endorsed and what thegis contribute to the mission of bringing togetheople
from industry and education.

One such project that will part of the promotiowigeo, is the Shell Eco-Marathon project to desigd build a
fuel-efficient car that is then tested at RockinghRace Rack. The project has all the elementgeédldy good
project; it demands a strong understanding of dfieareas of study which means the teams musebe w
rounded to succeed. Business and mathematicad skélrequired to raise a budget and calculate fuel
efficiency, while art is needed to design the cpidtleat will serve as the template for the engiseerd
builders. Students are confronted with real lifeqdems and must apply the knowledge learned im tueirses
to finding the solutions.

This event presents an opportunity for schoolsaia gecognition and reputation with regard to ahasced
curriculum and its commitment to the educationt®tudents. It also allows for students to wodngkide
professionals and gain a greater understandinggitechnical field.

The spirit of teamwork and enthusiasm this int#@tinspires in schools could be the spark thatiiasp
students to pursue engineering care&sswell as finding solutions for fuel efficiencyealtshell Eco-Marathon
UK helps to uncover the hidden talents of todagtso®l children. It aims at challenging studentsxpress
their creativity and share their innovations byigesg, building, and driving their own car.

The Learning Grid now consists of seven approvéiiives, each of which will receive their fundifgy three
years to ensure long-term sustainability.

In addition to the discussion about specific prigetwas asked my views on the role of women iarsze and
engineering, the perception of employers as tovéhee of studying subjects such as Product Desigrhaw
we inspire the designers and engineers of thedutur
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Further Notes

The Learning Grid aims to attract students to a career in engingersna core contributor to the nation’s
wealth by offering fun, safe and effective learnaugivities for young people. Learning Grid competis,
events and materials are available for studenddl ages from primary school up to university. fie
programmes have been assessed for their educatanal effectiveness and quality.

The 7 quality accredited activities in the Learntaigd are:
Primary Engineer

Greenpower

Formula Student

Formula Schools

Shell Eco-Marathon UK

F1 in Schools Technology Challenge

Youth Engineering Summit

The Learning Grid maintains a Quality Standardifidratives, so as to ensure that the activitieschvlit
supports are effective, safe and good value forapony UK initiative whose aims align with thoskthe
Learning Grid may apply. Those that meet the Gatand are approved against the Quality Standamdhtso
apply for funding from the Learning Grid to suppgrowth and development - though not all approved
activities are funded.

The Learning Grid is a group of activities, evesmisl competitions with an engineering theme. In tamidio
the Youth Engineering Summit, these include Forn8iladent, Formula Schools, F1 in Schools and the
Greenpower electric car challenge.

Projects such as the Rockingham Festival are asaatopportunity for schools to work in liaisonthwvi
industry. Pupils gain first hand experience from tollaboration with experts from industry andrings a real
life context to the theory. The Shell Eco Maratlzan project has all the elements of a good propegtjls
work in teams to build a fuel efficient car of thiture under the expert guidance of people fronustiy. It
inspires pupils to be involved in a project to ¢eea car for a greener future, whilst developirgyeater
understanding of technical fields and the wordnaluistry.




