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I want you to imagine that: 

 

You go to school but you have no textbooks – there is only one which the teacher uses 

You only eat one meal a day and that is after you have finished the school day and your part time job 

You live in a mud built hut with no electricity or running water 

 

But you are one of the privileged few because you go to school; you survived a civil war in which members of your family were 

killed.  You survived because you were able to escape to the Central African Republic and live in a refugee camp for the worst years 

of the war.   

 

During half term I was invited by the Episcopal Church of Sudan to go to visit Juba, the capital of Southern Sudan to see a secondary 

school that opened in May.  This school its buildings and a large number of bursaries have been funded by donations from a number 

of churches, businessmen and schools in England. 

 

This visit was only made possible because in January 2005 a Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed between the North and the 

South.  This ended a civil war that had persisted since the end of colonial rule in 1956.  It is a tentative peace and there is still a war in 

Darfur.  However it has lasted long enough for rebuilding to begin. 
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Sudan is a very large country situated in North East Africa – it is approx. 7 time the size of France and shares its borders with 10 

countries.  I visited the capital of the south – JUBA. 

Why was there a war – well I am going to give you a very simplistic explanation…The country is divided into Sudanese Arabs and 

Sudanese Africans.  Sudanese Arabs tend to live in the North, dominate government and are generally Muslims.  The Sudanese 

Africans are a mixture of Muslims and Christians. 

 

The war happened because the predominantly Christian south opposed to the governments introduction of Islamic Law.   

 

 

This is a separate conflict to the conflict in the Darfur region where the rebels are Sudanese Africans who are Muslims and are 

protesting that the Arab Muslims living in the North are suppressing their rights. 

 

The Comprehensive Peace Agreement has set up a power sharing government containing members of the North and the South and set 

a timetable for elections and ultimately a referendum to decide whether the South should become independent.  However there are 

many fears and just before I arrived in Juba the SPLA/M pulled out of the power sharing government threatening the peace process. 
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What is Juba like? 

 

It is very basic – this not surprising when you consider that the city was basically under siege during the last 

years of the war.  Very few supplies got into Juba and the town was surrounded by land mines many of which 

have not yet been cleared. 

 

The infrastructure is limited.  The picture of the cattle market shows an electricity pylon – this is deceiving… 

Electricity runs but for 2-4hrs a day and intermittently  

Roads are dirt tracks – only a mile of tarmac road exists in the city 

There isn’t running water – most people get water from shared bore holes 

People live in a mixture of mud built one-roomed tukals, shacks and a few lucky ones live in brick built 

buildings although many of these were commandeered during the war to store ammunition and then destroyed. 
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The school has been open for 5months.  It has been built on church land in the centre of Juba and shares its site 

with a primary school.  The secondary school buildings have all been painted turquoise. 

300 IDPs also occupy the site. 

There are three classrooms and 1 staff room, 3 further classrooms are being built.   

 

 

 

 

This is the staff room 
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We are lucky as many schools do not have enough classrooms and so lessons or marking happens under the 

trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The primary school children on the JDMSS site. 
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There is no hall so morning assembly is held outside one of the classrooms. 

 

 

 

 

The Boys. 

 

The school has one year group of 70 pupils divided between to classes.  The Sudanese children spend 8yrs at 

primary school and so senior school starts at 14yrs.  However the pupils in their first year at Juba Model range 

in age from 14-22 yrs old.  This is because many children were not able to go to school during the civil war.  

Some of the boys in the photo had been child soldiers in the army.  Peace has meant that they are now able to 

go to school. 
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This picture shows some of the class I taught – senior one B. Attendance is generally very poor – a good day is 

when 60% turn up to school.  Many suffer poor health as a consequence of malaria and a poor diet.  One of the 

things that was brought to our attention whilst we were there is the lack of food.  Many pupils will leave home 

v.early to arrive at school (it takes a long time as there is no public transport and so many walk a number of 

hours to get to school).  Whilst at school there is no food unless they have money.  Even a subsidised tuck shop 

is too expensive for some.  Most families in Juba can only afford to eat once a day. Whilst in primary school 

they got food supplied by the World Food programme but this support is not available to secondary school 

children.  Whilst we were there we visited the WFP to lobby for a change. 

 

 

Pupils study in English, though they speak a mixture of Arabic or Bari at home all are studying in their second 

language.  In addition to these subjects they study a very similar timetable to you – 9x 35min periods a day 

except they do not have textbooks…for most subjects there is only one book and that is the teachers copy, they 

teach IT but with no electricity and no computers it is theory only.  The same for science – there is no science 

lab, no equipment and no chemicals. 
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The Girls … 

 

Quite difficult to spot in the previous photo as they all wear their hair short.  Getting girls into school is often 

difficult … culturally girls are seen as possessions a way to make money.  In exchange for your daughters hand 

in marriage parents would expect to receive gifts of cattle.  In addition many parents are nervous about sending 

their daughters to school – there are still members of the army on the streets in Juba (now with little to do) – 

there is a fear that they will be seduced by the lifestyle an soldier can offer and be seduced by that. 

 

This is changing slowly… 
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So what did we learn from our visit… the purpose was to listen and see what the school needs going forward 

and ultimately it boils down to money:  

 

for fees – it costs £100 per pupil per year to provide them with an education. 

For equipment and books  

For teacher training 

For food … few children or staff have the money to have food during the school day 

For the new buildings that will be needed to house the school as it grows … the school is expected to grow by 

120 pupils per year. 

 

But that is not the message I want to leave you with – although if you or your parents are interested in 

sponsoring a child then please contact me. 

 

I want to leave you with some of the things I learnt from them – they were inspiring teachers, pupils and all the 

people I met. 

 

They had so little in terms of material possessions, they suffered so much during the war, peace is by no means 

assured but they are happy optimistic people. 
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They end each day with a prayer, a message which speaks for itself: 

 

MORNING COLLECT 

Almighty and ever living Father, 

we thank you for bringing us safely to the beginning of this new day: 

defend us by your mighty power that we may be kept free from all sin and safe from every danger; and enable 

us in everything to do only what is right in your eyes; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 


