Thursday
Dear Diary

Today we arrived at school at 7.40am. We then took a 2 hour coach journey to Calais, where we were given 45 minutes to hit the duty free shops! After topping up our growing amount of sweets we departed on the “Pride of Dover” ferry and began the journey to France. After establishing a meeting point we then broke into groups of three and explored the deck. Almost immediately we found the shops. Despite suffering from slight sea sickness we remained intact for our encounter with French soil! Our first excursion was to Naturpom, an organic farm specialising in apples and various other fruit. I really enjoyed making the apple juice and was incredibly shocked to see that the apple remains had taken the form of a kind of “fruit cake” .The highlight of this trip was receiving a slobbery kiss from a French cow. I found that all of a sudden I became attached to cows and couldn’t resist a couple of snap shots of my new found friends! We then set off for Boulogne sur Mer.

Anne Laure Villa, Year 7
Friday

Today was great for several reasons. Firstly because we drove to the Old Town. It was beautiful. It had lovely cobbled streets and old bricks. The shops were great, most were made of old bricks with a bright sign which had slightly faded. All the shops were amazing and I just had to go into all of them. We then walked to the old town, it was completely different. The roads were made of tarmac and it was much more open and had a lower density of buildings. 

After lunch we went to the boulangerie. It was magnificent. The baker showed us how to make the bread and we got to shape and make our own croissants, which he said he would bake later. After we went to the chocolaterie, which was my favourite place, and I think everyone else’s too. We got to taste the chocolate, it was divine! We also got to taste the cocoa beans which are used to make the chocolate. I thought my day couldn’t get better. But then on top of that we went bowling! It was such fun, though difficult, but I was second in my group. After we went to the beach and headed home.

Georgie Hay, Year 7

Saturday 

Le Touquet Market and Sire de Crequy cheese farm

Today we filled in our questionnaires. When we were at the market we went up to French people and asked them, in French, how old they were, why they were at the market etc. We were shy at first and kept putting it off but when we started we found it fun and decided to do more than necessary! We then had a little time to shop. We walked into the buzz of the market stalls and split into our groups. We then got ten Euros between us to buy ingredients to make a meal and win a prize. We bought bread, olives, salami, cheese and tomatoes and we still had money left! Back at the hostel, once we had arranged them nicely, Victor, our coach driver, judged them and we came 2nd! But before our meals were judged we visited a cheese farm. It was a long journey. A lady told us how cheese was made, it was very interesting, but the cheese stank!! We then went down into a cellar where the cheese is kept. It was a very tight squeeze and a lot of people were scared of the spiders. We then went to a dining room and they gave us yoghurt, cheese and coke. After the yummy visit we went back to the hostel and rested in our rooms. In the evening we had a quiz night. It was great fun but also sad because we knew once we got to sleep we would wake up and it would be time to go.

Lillian Higgs, Year 7

Sunday

Today was our final day in Boulogne (. We spent the morning travelling to the perfect picnic spot. This was an area of green grass where we sat down to eat lunch. Having eaten our meal we set off to Calais, an hour long journey to get to the ferry. When we arrived our passports got checked. One man got on our coach and took all the teachers away! A couple of minutes later all the teachers got back on again. The coach drove onto the ferry and we went up the blue stairs to the meeting point. Then we were allowed to go and do what we wanted for an hour and a half. Nattie and I went to the games room and played on the dancing game twice! It was really fun! After an hour and half we could see the white cliffs of Dover and were back in England. Then there was a fairly long coach journey back to JAGS. I was so happy to see my family but I missed being in Boulogne – I really hope to return there soon.

Lara Davies,  Year 7

