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‘Landscape Still Life’ by Catriona Macrae, age 15, gouache, after Corot and Nash

The pupils of James Allen’s Girls’ School show work in the Linbury Room at Dulwich Picture Gallery
made in response to art and artists.

It is understood that artists have always learnt from artists and this exhibition highlights the
importance of using art as part of a visual education. All the works are personal investigations; they
are not copies or imitations of style; the works reflect the pupil’s own interests and ambitions.

Making transcriptions from art and sharing another artist's concerns, encourages pupils to strengthen
their own emerging command of the visual language and can provide inspiration and insight into the
working practices of other artists. No art can be made in a vacuum and working alongside others can
be both supportive and liberating. The majority of the images are ‘removed’ from the actual works and
often their appearance is transformed by a change of media or handling. Some works may use
individual paintings or sculptures but some will draw on an artist or a collective philosophy for
inspiration. An exciting range of media will be exhibited: painting, drawing, fine art textiles, including:
batik, machine embroidery and appliqué, printmaking and three-dimensional pieces.

The exhibition will consist of final pieces and preparatory work, showing how ideas are researched
and developed by the use of work journals.

This exciting venture is not unusual, as the art department regularly mounts ambitious exhibitions in
public galleries and since 1996 they have shown at the Mall Galleries, the Royal College of Art, the
London Institute Galleries and the main galleries at Dulwich Picture Gallery. The pupils are regularly
awarded prizes for art and all the specialist staff are practising artists.

James Allen’s Girls’ School was founded in 1741. It is the oldest independent girls’ school in London.
JAGS is committed to providing a first-class education, it offers a rich curriculum, not merely in terms
of academic subjects but also outside of the curriculum, it invites pupils to develop their own talents
and discover their own strengths. All achievements throughout the school are prized and its pupils
shine across a huge number of disciplines, showing excellence in every endeavour. The school’s
academic record is consistently high and it is regarded as among the most successful in the country.






