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The recent arrival of the buildersi
compound in front of the school
signals the start of our long awaited
dining hall and new classroom
project. The plans are on the website
and on display around the school,

do take a look. Inevitably strange
rumours abound A no, we are not
abolishing the theatre and no, the
whole project will not be nished

this summer holiday" However, the
building work is due to !nish for the start of
September 2008 and we will then gradually
move into our new two-storey dining hall, café,
drama studio, classrooms, seminar rooms and
staff oflces. This is the biggest project we
have undertaken for many years and will make
a real difference to our provision. The addition
of our new Music School, to be used by the
Senior School, Preparatory School, JASSPA
and local community groups, will follow.

Since my May half-term letter the school has
been very busy. Not only have many tests and
examinations been taken, but an enormous
number of other events and activities have
occurred. Year 7 girls have enjoyed a trip

to Boulogne, a Roman Day, which included

a trip to the Museum of London, a Medieval
Experience and a day spent working with a
maths puzzle company. Year 8 visited a Sikh
Gurdwara as part of their Religious Studies
course, while Year 9 went to the Surrealist
Exhibition at the Victoria and Albert Museum as
part of their design and technology enterprise
project. The majority of Year 9 also
participated in a trip to the 1st World
War Battle!elds, visiting both the
Somme and the Ypres battle!elds
during a packed itinerary. Such
excursions really do reinforce the
work that is done in the classroom
and provide lasting memories for
the girls. Back in London all our
Year 9 girls enjoyed a challenging
Forensics Day, shared with girls from
St Saviouris & St Olaveis School as
part of our Southwark partnership
project.

Year 10 girls tested their 1tness

with Outdoor Education days at the Bowles
Centre and investigated possible careers and
future education choices with the help of ISCO

advisers and our own staff. Once
their GCSE examinations were
Inished our Year 11 girls undertook
a weekis work-shadowing. Many
thanks to all the parents who help
with this scheme and do please
get in touch if you would like to join
them in offering a placement next
year.

Each summer we run a special
programme for Year 12 once their AS
examinations have 'nished, called Bridge to
A2. This combines focused project work and
events in specialist subjects and advice and
preparation for university applications. Year 12
Biologists spent a week undertaking intensive
eld work in Pembrokeshire and French
students went to Paris for a long weekend.

Our MFL department organised a special
conference at JAGS on careers and education
in modern languages, with distinguished
speakers and seminar groups, and invited
Sixth Form students from local schools, The
Charter, St Saviouris & St Olaveis, Alleynis and
Dulwich College. The Geographers visited the
Olympics site in East London and our Year 12
Chemists attended the Royal Society Summer
Exhibition. As an introduction to Russian
history, the History department arranged a
workshop on Gorkyis play, Philistines, currently
playing to rave reviews at the National Theatre.
The assistant director of the play came to

lead the workshop in the morning and then

our History and Russian students saw the

play in the afternoon at the NT. It provided a
wonderful insight into Gorkyis world and early
20th century Russian history. JAGS also



hosted The European Atlantic Movementis
Sixth Form conference on éGlobalisation and

a New World Order for the 21st Centuryi. Our
Year 12 students, along with some from The
Charter, St Saviouris & St Olaveis, Alleynis and
Dulwich College, heard speakers from The
Financial Times,
The Economist,

the 48 Group and
the US Embassy
giving insight into
the EU, Russia,
China and US
Foreign Policy. After
lectures on relations
between world
powers, including
the issue of global
competitiveness and
a tnew cold wari,

the students had the
opportunity to work
in small groups and set demanding questions to
the speakers.

Practice and !nal expeditions for the Duke of
Edinburghis awards have continued. A group
has just set off to Nuremberg, Germany as part
of our regular exchange programme. These
and all the other outings and events would not
be possible without the unfailing energy and
enthusiasm of so many staff, both
teaching and administrative. My
sincere thanks to everyone involved.

Jazz Night proved as popular as
ever with another excellent display
of the richness of musical talent

at JAGS. Those who attend our
classical concerts may not realise
the wealth of talent in jazz amongst
our girls; it is deInitely worth putting
this date in your diaries for next
year" The Inal concert of the term
was the superb Founderis Concert
held at St Barnabas. This was a
wonderful showcase for a variety

of musical ensembles and featured
concerto movements by two of our
music scholars, Alexandra Stone and Elizabeth
Thompson. It proved to be an inspirational
event for the end of term. Thank you to all the
girls and staff who have provided such a feast
of music throughout the year. JAGS Symphony

Orchestra and choirs will be going on tour to
Italy this summer and will be performing in
several prestigious events as well as singing in
a service at St Markis in Venice. There will be a
pre-tour concert on Friday 13 July in All Saints,
West Dulwich at 7.30 p.m. when we will be
performing the whole
of Beethovenis Ninth
Symphony with the
JAGS Choral Society.
Anyone is welcome
to sing with us: there
will be a rehearsal on
Wednesday 11 July at
7.30 p.m. in the Music
School and at 6.00
p.m. on the day with
the orchestra. Music
will be provided and
we hope that many of
you will join us in the
audience or the choir
for an exciting evening.

Our athletics, tennis and rounders teams have
had another very good season. Rachel Bohling
and Katy Tyndall (Year 9) won the U14 Surrey
Schools Tennis Championships. They played
superbly throughout the day beating Croydon
High in the nal 6-3; congratulations to both
girls. Congratulations, too, to the Years 7

and 8 teams who have reached the National
Schools Athletics Team Final for the Irst time.
They compete in Chelmsford on Saturday 7
July. Well done to the junior and intermediate
athletics teams for winning the Southwark



athletics championships. In spite of the
weather, JAGS 1st XI Hockey Team beat an Old
Girlsi team 4 fi 0 on Founderis Day to win the
Knott Trophy i a fast and hard-fought match"

Once again we have had outstanding
success in the National MFL poetry and song
competition and
they attended a
special ceremony
where they
received their
awards. India
Marlow-Prince and
Harmony Osuocha
(Year 8) won Irst
prize in the éother
languagesi section
of the Free Spirit
competition for
their Italian song.
Olivia Shackleton
and Georgia
Stenhouse (Year 8) were runners-up in the
Spanish song section. Hannah Blows (Year 10)
was runner-up in the French poem section.
Natasha Pelly (Year 13) is also to be
congratulated on winning an ALL (Association of
Language Learning) scholarship for one month,
to the University of Perugia to study Italian. In
the recent English Speaking Board Speech and
Drama examinations JAGS girls were awarded
a remarkable 42 Distinctions. Well done, too,

to the girls who took part in Romeo and Juliet at
Dulwich College in the last week of term.

We have also enjoyed great success again in
the UK Junior Mathematical Challenge, with
21 gold, 64 silver and 52 bronze certilcates.
Congratulations to Lauma Kalns-Timans (Year
8) who quali'ed to sit the Junior Mathematical
Olympiad. Our Year 9 girls also scored highly
in their Key Stage 3 mathematics tests. The

expected level nationally is level
5 or 6 at this age; 41% of our girls
achieved level 8 and 54% level 7.
Well done to all.

A high point of the school year at
JAGS is our Sixth Form Leaversi
Ceremony on the morning of
Founderis Day. It gives us the
opportunity to thank the girls for all
they have given to the school during
their time at JAGS and to wish them
every happiness and success in the next stage
of their education. This year our guest of honour
was Mrs Nicola Meredith, herself a former
JAGS pupil and current Governor, who inspired
us all with her account of life after JAGS and
her wise advice for the girls. The afternoon

of Founderis Day
is a wonderful
opportunity to
display the very
best of the school,
and it was a
pleasure to see so
many families and
friends enjoying
the entertainments,
quizzes and
exhibitions, in spite
of the rain. Where
else could one
enjoy Bollywood
dancing, Flamenco,
gospel singing, bagpipe playing, international
poetry, crime scene investigations and many
other amusements and challenges all under
one roof? Itis a privilege to be part of such a
vibrant community.

JAGS girls give extraordinarily generously
of both time and money to a huge range of




charities fi their efforts are much appreciated.
We have not yet totalled all this yearis efforts
but the nal amount raised by pupils and staff
for Water Aid through their sponsored éDrink
Wateri for a week earlier this term was a most
impressive £2,300. We were also delighted to
open our Botany Gardens to the public again
this year in June as part of the Open Squares
weekend.

At this time of year, we have to say farewell to
a few members of the teaching staff. Mrs Mehri
Davarian is leaving the Physics department

to be able to travel with her family, Mr Michael
Jenkins is retiring from the Mathematics
Department and Mrs Ros Sandhu is leaving the
Religious Studies Department after moving out
of London with her family. We thank them for
all they have done at JAGS and wish them well.

Reminders for Parents

While the building works are going on,
access to the front of our site and car
parking there is extremely limited. We
do have additional spaces at the rear,
via the Red Post Hill entrance. Please
show consideration to our neighbours as
you drop off and collect your daughters.
Parking across someoneis driveway is
never acceptable.

The school nurses are still encountering
the occasional problem with girls who
are unwell in school and for whom they
do not have the relevant medical history
or medication. This is most common in
the case of pupils who are asthmatic.

It is vital that the nurses are informed

of any medical problems and that
prescribed medication is handed into
them clearly labelled with name and
dosage instructions. Pupils who use an
asthma inhaler should carry it at all times.
In order to update our medical records
please complete the enclosed medical
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We are also very grateful to the three temporary
teachers who helped us for part of this year: Mr
Richard Fosbery, Biology; Mrs Katie Kemp, PE
and Miss Emily Wethered, Religious Studies.
Thank you to all the staff, parents, governors
and alumnae who have supported and helped
the school in so many ways throughout

the year, giving expert advice and counsel,
providing careers talks and work-shadowing
placements and assistance and audience
support at so many performances and events.

| wish everyone a very happy and relaxing
summer holiday.

questionnaire and return it to the form
tutor on the !rst day of term.

As you will no doubt have seen in the
media, texting and sending pictures on
mobile éphones and the use of MSN
and websites such as Myspace, bebo
and Youtube are some of the greatest
causes of stress for young people today.
We are enclosing an updated document
including the schoolis guidelines on
these, which we would be grateful if
parents and their daughters could sign
and return.

Key Dates

Wednesday 29 August
Introductory day for Year 7 and Year 12

Thursday 30 August
Term begins
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