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The end of the Autumn Term is always 
very hectic and I do hope that you 
and your daughters will have a very 
good Christmas holiday and that even 
those returning to examinations in 
January will manage to enjoy some 
time for relaxation.  As ever, many 
outstanding events have occurred since 
my October letter.

JAGS girls have participated in a number 
of very successful trips.  During the October half-

term holiday groups visited Venice, Vienna and 
Barcelona and more recently girls from Years 7 
and 8 enjoyed a four-day trip to the Christmas 
Markets in Germany.  Nearer to home our Year 
7 pupils have all spent a weekend at the Bowles 
Outdoor Education Centre, getting to know their 
p e e r  g ro u p 
b e t t e r  a n d 
experiencing 
new challenges. 
Other parties 
have visited the 
Natural History 
M u s e u m , 
art galleries, 
theatres and 
other venues 
for  lectures, 
p l a y s  a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
visits.  Many 
o u t s i d e 
speakers have 
visited us at 
school to talk to girls of all ages on a wide variety 

of subjects. We have also welcomed 
our Italian exchange partners to JAGS 
this month. Many thanks to all the 
staff who have given their time to 
organising and accompanying these 
trips.   

Our Music Department has been 
busier than ever this half-term.  
Congratulations to all who took 
part in the Senior House Music 

Competition at the beginning of November; 
the items ranged from bagpipes to opera, taking 
in many other genres along the way.  The end 
of November saw our annual PopFest, the 
Foundation Schools’ Talent Competition and 
the Autumn Orchestral Concert.  This latter 
concert included recorder, clarinet and brass 
ensembles as well as three different orchestras; 
the audience particularly enjoyed hearing the 
performances of Britten’s Simple Symphony, 
Dvorak’s Slavonic Dances and Saint-Saens’ Organ 
Symphony. In early December JAGS musicians 
provided a special concert in the Chapel for 
the Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery and 
staged a highly successful Choral Concert at St 
Barnabas on 12 December, including the world 
premiere of Utopias by Kate Pearson, Bach’s  
Magni! cat and an arrangement by Bob Chilcott 
of The Twelve Days of Christmas.  They ended the 
term by providing music for the Frost Fair at 

Borough Market.  
M a n y  J AG S 
girls achieved 
i n d i v i d u a l 
successes at 
t h e  r e c e n t 
B e c k e n h a m 
F e st i v a l , 
including Clare 
Silverleaf (Year 
8)  who won 
t h e  Ju n i o r 
W o o d w i n d 
Cup for  her 
alto saxophone 
performances, 
A n n i e  L u n d 
(Year 12) who 

won the Recorder Solo Cup and Harriet Conner 
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(Year 10) who won the Sheila Richards Cup for 
Recorder; our Senior Recorder Consort won the 
Consort Cup.  Our JAGS Community Orchestra 
is to perform Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake at its ! rst 
concert under the baton of Leigh O’Hara at 7.30 
p.m. at  All Saints Church, Rosendale Road, West 

Dulwich on Saturday 6 January – all are welcome, 
tickets on the door.

The Music Department also joined with the 
Drama Department to stage an absolutely 
stunning production of Brecht and Weill’s The 
Threepenny Opera.  The set, costumes, acting, 
singing, choreography were all ! rst-class and the 
audience was held enthralled from start to ! nish.  
Many congratulations to all involved and especially 
to the Directors, Mrs Billington and Mrs Norton-
Smi th , and to 
Mr O’Hara, the 
Musical Director. 

We were delighted 
to welcome John 
Mole as our guest 
poet for JAGS 
Poetry Night in 
November.  The 
standard of the 
girls’ compositions 
was as high as 
ever and they 
were delivered 

with great wit and aplomb.  We are now hoping 
to publish an anthology of the best of JAGS poetry 
from recent years.

The Art Department continues to produce work 
of outstanding quality.  This year’s Year 13 A level 

Coursework Exhibition was most 
impressive; the girls mounted the 
work themselves and included a 
vibrant range of works in different 
media.  The photographer from 
Kids 101 visited and we have 
been chosen to be the ! rst school 
exhibition to be featured on www.
kids101-art.co.uk.

The PE Department has had an 
outstanding term, playing over 100 
matches and ! elding 173 teams. 
This half-term has been exceptional 
for all sports in local, regional and 
national competitions. In indoor 
hockey the U16 team played 
brilliantly to reach the Surrey Final, 

just losing to Kingston Grammar School. The U12, 
13, & 14 netball teams all did very well to earn 
places in the ! nals of the Surrey competitions, to be 
held in March 2007.  The cross-country teams have 
had another exceptional term. In the Southwark 
competition the Juniors and Intermediates both 
won. In the juniors Katherine Snowden was 1st, 
Emily Watson 2nd and Amelia Coe 3rd. In the 
intermediates Julia Wedmore was 1st, Alexandra 
Richards 2nd and Hannah Drake 3rd. Both 
teams won their regional round of the national 

competition 
and at  the 
beginning of 
D e c e m b e r 
they went to 
Bol ton for 
the National 
Final; they ran 
e x t r e m e ly 
w e l l  a n d 
the Juniors 
w e r e  9 t h 
and Interm-
ediates 5th. 
Individually 
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Katherine Snowden was 4th and Julia Wedmore 
8th. The swimmers also continue to excel 
and they, too, won the regional round of the 
national competitions. The juniors 
(Alexandra Eastwell, Rebecca de 
Rome, Georgia Phillips and Alice 
Best) won the freestyle relay and 
were 3rd in the medley whilst the 
intermediate team (Hannah Cannell, 
Emma Scho! eld, Emily Mirchandani 
and  Alicia Manley) won both of their 
relays. We wait to hear if they have 
times that will get them into the 
National Finals. Meanwhile our U13 
and U14 swimming teams both won 
the London Schools’ Gala.

Individual JAGS girls have continued 
to shine at the highest levels.  Two 
more Year 13 girls, Wendy Bremang 
and Yasmin Albeyatti, have completed 
their Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold 
Award. Victoria Harrild, Year 13, has been 
promoted to Principal ‘Cellist in the National 
Youth Orchestra.  Sophie Renner, Year 13, has 
followed on from her Nuf! eld Science Research 
Bursary by being chosen to represent the UK at 
the INTEL International Science and Engineering 
Fair in New Mexico in May 2007.  Charlotte 
Ritchie, Year 13 and one of our Deputy Head 
Girls, has made her recording, concert and TV 

debut as a member of the acclaimed ‘All Angels’ 
singing group.  Meanwhile Lucy Boynton, Year 8, is 
playing the young Beatrix Potter in the new ! lm, 
Miss Potter, after being spotted by a casting agent 
who visited JAGS.  Congratulations and good luck 
to all of these very talented young ladies. 

As usual JAGS girls have been involved in many 
community service and charitable fund-raising 
events this term. Two Year 10 girls, Hussun Ara 

Shah and Gayle Griffiths, went to Bessemer 
Grange to present £250 of sports vouchers 
which the girls had been awarded when they 
came second in a competition sponsored by 
Nike to ‘Recycle a Trainer’.  It was decided by the 
Environment Task Force that the vouchers should 
be given to a neighbouring primary school and 
Bessemer Grange seemed most appropriate as 
they have recently become an ‘Eco’ school.  Once 
again our girls have shown considerable altruism at 
Christmas time – forms have collected for Oxfam 
Unwrapped, sending a variety of useful equipment 
to countries in the developing world as well as 
gathering items for the Crisis Christmas shelters 
here in London.  Well done to 40 of our Sixth 
Formers who are giving up a day at the start of 
their holiday to work in the Crisis Warehouse, 
helping to set up the Christmas shelters.

The Parents’ Association Christmas Quiz was, once 
again, an evening full of fun and a tribute to the 
hard work of our Parents’ Association Committee. 
We owe much of our success as a school to the 
continuing support of our parents, for which I am 
most grateful.  The school is organising a special 
open meeting for parents in the Spring Term about 
the Internet, explaining how best to protect your 
daughters and revealing some of the dangers of 
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networking sites such as myspace, bebo and piczo. 
Full details will follow.

We are very sorry to be saying goodbye to one of 
our Religious Studies Department, Miss Alexandra 
Tann, this term as she is moving to Australia – we 
wish her every success in her new life.

I enclose a letter from Dame Valerie Strachan, 
our Chair of Governors, about forthcoming 
developments and a ‘Meet the Governors Evening’ 
on 1 March.  We have welcomed two new 
Governors on to the Board this term, Dr Geraldine 
Strathdee and Mrs Frances Read, replacing Dr 
Gordana Milavic and Mr Peter Hogarth who had 
completed their terms of of! ce.

All good wishes for a happy, peaceful and 
prosperous New Year.

Our Parents’ Association would be grateful 
for any items of unwanted uniform to 
put into our uniform sales; our stock is 
extremely low and anything you may be 
able to send would be very helpful.  I 
have reminded girls once again about the 
necessity of coming to school looking 
smart with their uniform in a good state 
of repair.  In particular, skirts should be of 
the correct length, should not have strips 
of fabric attached to the waistband to 
make them into hipsters nor split seams, 
and the zip should be able to be fastened.  
Ballet shoes are not acceptable as they 
are too " imsy and do not protect the 
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girls’ feet.  Individual letters are being sent 
home, but please help us by ensuring that 
your daughter is suitably clad. Make up, nail 
polish and jewellery (other than a simple 
religious symbol) are also not acceptable 
in school.

A number of problems seem to be arising 
in connection with travel to and from 
school.  Firstly, may I remind you that you 
should not park on the area outside the 
school reserved for coaches, nor in a way 
that blocks local residents’ access to their 
driveways.  Please do not pull into the staff 
car park on the keep clear areas or by the 
access gates to drop off your daughters; 
this causes problems both for staff who 
are trying to enter the car park and for 
pedestrians passing through it.  The coach 
service website is now active at www.
dulwich.org.uk/coaches.  

May I also remind you that arrangements 
for collection of your daughter after school 
should be made with them in the morning 
before they leave home.  The School Of! ce 
can only pass on emergency messages; 
contacting girls in different parts of the 
school late in the day is a time consuming 
and dif! cult process.  

Reports are enclosed for girls in Years 7, 9 
and11 whose parents have not been invited 
to a Parents’ Evening this term.  The girls 
have already read these reports through 
with their form tutors and discussed their 
progress.  

We are endeavouring to keep our website 
as up to date as possible – do have a look 
at www.jags.org.uk.


