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WORE, e C ke

James Allen’s Girls” School Year 9 pupil Sarmh Fretwedl comacts te fingering of Engish teachar Anna Jones,

Pupils prove tough task-masters as they
prepare teachers for grade 1 music exams

Well over 1,000 schools
have already registered
for th-.‘ “Watch Them
Girow” suiiflower
competition.

Find out more by going to

WWW .1.-.-fat£fht}1

www.vatdh’tlmmgrﬂw.nn.ﬁ.kf’ uest

Etr’li: finom

HOMEWDRE REMANS unfnished,
music practice incomplere. Chronic
babeness fiveand 'rh,'::r]r::wnx e e
ulardy cur shom. It is, the pupils
conchsde, just not good enough,

Indeed, if teachers at Iu.l:m:x
Allen's Girls" School in Ezst Dul-
wich, sputh London, are to pass
theie foa theraning cxams, they need
o knuckle down and do some
sertous work.

The veachers are preparing w
take their prade | music cxams, a5
part of 2 scheme o mee mnney for
4 NEW COMMIMUAILY MUSIC Cengre at
the £4.095-a-term schoof. And they
are being tavght by cheir pupils,

Sisty-nine reachers have volun-
teered 1o take insprumental lessons
from pupils, learmning everything
from the flugethaen 1o the ukulele,
trombone, cello and double bass.
They will then be sponsared o @mke
their grade 1 exam,

Andrew Hidkdenton, the head of
physics, is learning flugslhorn with
one of his Year 11 physics pupdls. 71
chose it because it's unusual,” he
said- “And it has a mellow sound.”

Bur he was unprepared bor the
commitment thst learning an in-
srument involved. "My teacher
ook I very-acriously, very profos-

sionally” be said.

“T forgot 3 lesson more than once,
and there was a nabe in oy pigson-
hole, demanding 1o know where
was. She said [ would be sanctioned
i T missed lessons .a.g;i:n."

English teacher Anna Jones also
found herself revering o adoles-
cent type dusing hes cello lessons.
She repulardy gigpled o cover up
cmbarrassment, and souggled to
keep up with her weekly pracrice.

“In wok me right back o when T
was at school; afraid of being ex-

posed as someons whe kaso's pit

It took me right
back to when I was

at school, afraid of
being exposed as
someone who hasn't

put enough work in

Amnn Joues, pelle prgnl’

enough work in,” she sdd. “On ane
oocsion, ahe said, ™Now, Mis Jones,
hiowe much are you pracrising?” And
I heard myself coming out wich
exCuses, NOL wannng o admir it
had been = bad week.”

Her reacher, Year 9 pupil Sarah
Freowell, similarly seruggled with the

' Role reversal strikes a chord

mole reversal, “Correcting her was 2
bir weind,” she sazd. *T found myself
using phraces she wses with me™

Bor, she conceded, having dealr
with a recalcimant pupil of her own,
she now has greates sympathy for
her teachers “Before, I'd have
thought, Tt's out of order for Mirs
Jones wo tell 0z off for mening up
late.” Butr now 1 sec where she's
coming from.”

While pupils sie their exams this
month, their murees have been du-
fully rooping off w ke their grade 1
cxams. It was the Erse ceam Mr Hick-
lenton had when for aboor 10 vears.

“Being asked o dediver on 2 par-
ticubar day, yoi live or die by vour
resules.” he said. “That's a rare ex-
penence for a eacher” 2

Stuart Byheld, 4 baolagy teaches,
agress. His grade 1 exams in piano
and trombone provided & valuable
ingight tnto hiy popils” annual or-
desl. “lr was very sressful” he said,
“I found the whole cxerciss quite
tmmu_:ti.sing. You're uncermain of
your ability, your hands become
quite shaky and you get flustezed.

*l czme oot the exam mom
thinking I hadn’ performed to the
best of my ahility. So 1 fezl more
sympathy for gisls who don’t do
well in exsms nowe You can per-
form well during the year; bur still
HTJ o le IJI.I.ﬁﬂE fhE ﬂ.ﬂ.l'l'l."



