
This is the 18th year that the Southwark Community Education Council has been running supplementary 
education classes for children from maintained primary schools in the London Borough of Southwark. The 
scheme at James Allen’s Girls’ School, where children aged 7 to 8 whose head teachers believe they 
would benefit from regular one-to-one help with their language, has just completed its 13th year. Not only 
have the children had help with their reading and creative writing in small groups, but they have also be-
come more confident orally during group presentations to parents, teachers, mentors and their peers. All 
the JAGS mentors from Years 10 and 11 have given their time willingly and with such good humour over 
two terms. This news letter gives a flavour of the thoughts of some pupils, mentors and parents, as well 
as a reminder of some of the presentations enjoyed. It would be impossible in such a short space to in-
clude the views or pieces of work of all the children, but they are all greatly valued. 
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Green group - Monster masks              Red Group - Christmas Turkey pantomime        Yellow group - A talent show               

to match imaginary monster tales.       where Red group elves created a brand new      where pupils described and              

Enough for nightmares!                        Yule tide sensation.                                            demonstrated special skills.     

Blue Group - Tadpoles and frogs:                    Silver Group - Chinese New Year 

an illustrated story of their development..        celebrating the year of the tiger . 



Every week, on Saturday, we meet to 
learn because 

Our Literacy has got to be the best it ever 
was. 

From half past ten to half past twelve the 
situation is  

We read and write and share and learn 
such crazy words as this: 

 

 Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! 

Even though the sound of it is 
something quite atrocious! 

If you say it loud enough, you’ll 
always sound precocious, 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! 

 

 Red and Green and Silver groups; 
and Yellow Group and Blue; 

We learnt this special song and now 
we’re singing it for you. 

But mums and dads and boys and 
girls, you all should know this song,  

The words are very simple so you all 
can sing along… 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! 

Even though the sound of it is some-
thing quite atrocious! 

If you say it loud enough, you’ll           
always sound precocious, 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! 

A Big Thank you to all the 
mentors. 

You’ve been brilliant!           
Special thanks go to Freya    
Turner for helping hugely in  
the production of this             
newsletter. 

And to Carl, Catherine,         
Hayley, Hazel, Isobel and     
Paula - the tutors who have 
inspired both the children 
and the mentors. 

Finally the parents for         
being so supportive. 
Greta Mountain (JAGS Literacy         
Scheme Co-ordinator) 
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I like coming to Saturday school because 
I have a lovely mentor to sit with and 
read fun books too. Taylor 

I can’t wait for Saturday morning –up and 
dressed at 7. I feel more confident in writing   
stories and being more creative with words. We 
work hard but it is fun!                Oliver  

What I like most is reading with my 
mentor and playing with my friends. 

Courtney 

Since my daughter has been attending the 
scheme, I have seen a great improvement in her 
reading. She has become more confident and will 
read to other members of the family voluntarily. 
This has been a fantastic scheme for all the chil-
dren. I have spoken to some of the other parents, 
and they also agreed on seeing improvements 
within their own children. We have all watched 
our children progress and grow in confidence, 
thanks to the Literacy scheme. 

Veronica Harewood, La Shontae’s mum. 

Literacy scheme has broadened my hori-
zons and opened me up to the ability to 
teach and understand young people. 

A mentor  

Saturday Literacy scheme   has been 
a very inspirational experience. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed watching my child 
improve his English and helping him 
along the way. 

Poppy Baron, a mentor 

My mentor is helping my reading to 
improve. I like reading because it 
helps me to imagine I’m someone 
else.  - Akua 

And children….remember to 
keep up the reading and                
continue to let your                 
imagination fly onto the             
paper when you pick up a 
pen or pencil! 

Will he return next    
year? 






