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This has been one of the best years
ever for the Saturday Literacy Scheme.
In celebration, this newsletter contains
some examples of the pupils’ thoughts
about their time here and a few
photographs from some of the
memorable presentations the groups
have given this term. It's also an
opportunity to thank the parents for
being so supportive, the mentors for
giving up part of their precious
weekends, the children for never
failing to surprise and delight us, all
the tutors for their dedication and
patience and finally John for his
cheerful welcome at registration each
Saturday morning.

Parental feedback

Some of the parents have sent letters of
support which are greatly appreciated.
Below are a few extracts:

‘My daughter has enjoyed the course
so much that she has not missed a class
and we will have difficulty in filling
the void at its conclusion. The JAGS
senior girls have proved fantastic in
giving up their time to mentor young
students, and instrumental in the
excellent developmental progress
shown by all of them in the weekly
group presentations. Additionally the
school staff have demonstrated how

successful a well-run and entertaining
educational programme can be, and we
feel most fortunate to have been
offered a place considering the limited
availability.’

‘When my daughter started attending,
she was very tentative and unsure of
herself. | have seen her improve over
the months, and her confidence has
grown in leaps and bounds. She looks
forward to coming every week. It's
really fantastic to see her when she has
come out of a session, as she is so
happy and excited to tell you what she
did for the day. Thank you so much for
instilling the confidence in my little
girl that I knew she had all along.’

‘I'm very happy that my son attended
the Saturday class. It was very good
and it has given him some confidence
and he was always happy to go to the
classes. Thanks to all the mentors and
the teachers, who devoted their time to
teach these children.’

World Book Week

On March ¥, many of the pupils,
mentors and staff dressed up as one of
their favourite characters. These
ranged from the Queen of Hearts to
Spiderman and Darth Vader. The
group assembled for a colourful

presentation and much fun was had by
all.
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Green group-BFG play

What do some of the children think
of the scheme?

‘I couldn’t write poems by myself. |
needed help, but now | can write them
by myself.’

‘I always look forward to coming to
Saturday school. | really enjoy it.’

‘I can do reading better than before.
I’'m braver to answer questions.’

‘| can read faster now....My spelling is
much better now.’

‘I enjoyed reading the most. | find it
easier to talk to other people.’

| can now do good handwriting which |
couldnt do before. I can also do
important  sentences. | would
recommend Saturday school because
it's enjoyable and it’s cool.

Silver group-Chinese New Year

The Presentations

These have been a real joy to watch as
the confidence of the children has
grown so much over such a relatively
short period of time. The mentors have
given their support and encouragement
and acted as superb role models. Plays,
poems, interviews, pirates and Chinese
New Year are but a few of the delights
experienced.

Red group-Sense poems

Yellow group-Pirate characters

Blue group- Cautionary Animal poems

Yellow group- Chinse New Year
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| really enjoyed Christmas puzzles.
| can write more than | could before.
| can answer questions better.

Carlos

Jessica

Kayden

Darnell
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